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BG: Book burning in Berlin. Germany, May 


why Books??: 


“Books are a threat to those who seek to rule through 
absolutism. Especially dangerous to the totalitarian mind- 
set are great works of fiction because fiction is democratic 
in structure. Written well, it cannot be reduced to a 
preconceived message or ideology.” 

- Book bans signal the dangerous direction society is 


EIER 
extremist communities in the United States actively seeking to deprive 
reading experiences and her shock that what had happened to herin 
Iran could be a possibility in the country she sought refuge in. The 
article was written in 2022 and the following year, challenges to ban 
books not aligning with conversative ideologies hit an all-time high 
recorded by the American Library Association. After Trump’s re- 


tegar Að álfa GREG RAAYS HARRE dr NAY DO SRD rg 
Deum MSC USP THAR EE, CHAE PSU ESA DUT from Fahrenheit 451: “A 


book is a loaded gun in the house next door. Burn it. Take the shot from 
the weapon. Breach man’s mind” (Bradbury 58). This quote captivates 
how great of a threat books pose to those who seek control because of 
the power they contain; the knowledge and ideas they hold being used 
as a weapon to challenge the oppressors. 
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ALA D, 
Book Ban 


In 2023, the a. Library Association's Office for Intellectual 


a 65% increase in challenges of unique titles 
as a record high documented by ALA. 4,240 
sA” D re targeted for censorship and there were 1,247 


KRA to censor library materials and services. 47% of the titles 
targeted in censorship attempts included LGBTQ+ and BIPOC 
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to be sexually explicit content, rape, drugs, 
profanity 
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After the 2024 election, a young creator on BookTok (a sub-community 
on TikTok dedicated Loo WI ón irpired to make a “red 
list”. The red list incl a O „| ti Ca d their support for 
Trump or were suspected to have voted for him. The list itself was 
flawed as it had no direct sources given as to why each author was on 
it. However, the creator stated that it wasn’t meant to gain as much 
bopułareepbs haditansälsvenitieäfigditikheagaiakgıcrkaters and compared 
them to Nazis because the Nazis had also made blacklists of authors 
not aligning with the Nazi party.It is difficult for me to comprehend 
how wrong of a comparison this is. Does this mean that everyone who 
blacklists or boycotts something going against their political beliefs 
are Nazis? It certainly doesn’t.This was taken a step further when 
other BookTok creators shared for their discontent for politics being 
brought into the space. They argued that BookTok (and books in 
general) is a safe-haven from reality and a place to share the love ofa 


Mann of ihecheskaagnnlasinndchy Benk okee political themes. To 


name a few: A Court of Thorns and Roses, the Cruel Prince, Six of 
Crows, the Inheritance Games, Shatter Me, and so many more. To 
claim that BooKTok is not a political space, when the books 
recommended within have political themes speaking from reality, is 
contradictory. It speaks to another issue if these people are actually 
digesting the books they read and not just checking it off their reading 
Readineżyiabenenidwnaliticąhdyoaks rarinnaplearaccess to them has 
been a political issue throughout history and it most definitely hasn't 
stopped to do so. It is a fundamental human right to read but the 
freedom of information and access to books is a privilege. So when 
accessibility to literacy and the freedom to read is threatened and itis 
Mäslaatpnintyofiztalräids, taadkipgssselisheadiner poliemalnonger others 
but history repeats itself; it is crucial for us to not let our guard down 
and ignore these threats to, not only reading, but democracy itself. 
Authoritarian regimes strive under censorship because when they can 
successfully control what we read, whether it be on social media, the 
news, or books, it is a warning sign of larger hardships to come. 


read read read 
read read read 
read read read 


[ © scan THIS OR CODE 1d 
TO LEARN HOW YOU 


re cm 10 
EES ad 
RESTE ad 

åd 
read read read 
read read read 
read read read 


